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News from Waste Management’s Pine Tree Acres Landfill

The event was well attended with over 100 community members, elected officials and
employees on hand to help celebrate Waste Management’s newest renewable energy facility
in SE Michigan.

This new facility helps to convert landfill
gas to energy–enough energy to power
over 12,500 homes. Waste Management
Renewable Energy (WMRE) provides the
power it generates to Consumers Energy.
Consumers Energy then dispenses the
energy to its utility customers throughout the region. Macomb County Executive
Mark Hackel, and Lenox Township Supervisor Ron Trombly were accompanied by
fellow Township Trustees and County Commissioners to handle those big scissors
for the official ribbon cutting. Waste Management Area Vice President Denise Gretz
was present to commend the team for a job well done.

Also on hand was Tom Santos, representing Waterfowl U.S.A. of St. Clair County. Tom thanked
WM for its commitment to wildlife habitat preservation. Waterfowl U.S.A. conducts a clean-up
of the St. John’s Marsh each year. WM helped to preserve and protect that marsh through a
purchase of over 450 acres of natural wetland, which it then deeded over to the MDNR as part
of a wetland mitigation/exchange. Tom is presenting WM with a U.S. flag that was flown over
the White House. Pine Tree Acres is proud to fly this flag at our facility!

Lee Bilinsky, former Gas Tech at Pine Tree Acres Landfill, is now
the manager of the new WMRE facility and Thiopaq systems at
Pine Tree Acres Landfill. Lee manages a great team of employees
at the new WMRE plant (pictured below).

Working closely with
WMRE is Josh McFadden,
Landfill Gas Operations
Specialist and his hard-
working team of Landfill
Gas Technicians, Scott
Bilinsky, and Mike Berge.
These two teams work
hard to ensure that WM is
maximizing its efficiency
in capturing renewable
energy created by the
waste as it is decompos-
ing at Pine Tree Acres.
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Pine Tree Acres Landfill
36600 29 Mile Road
Lenox, MI  48048

Telephone
586-749-9698
Fax
586-749-6440

Call for current hours of operation
as hours may change seasonally.
Monday–Friday 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday 7 a.m. – 11: a.m. 

For tours or public education presentations, please call 586-749-9698.

http://pinetreeacres.wm.com Printed on recycled paper.

Powering up!!! Pine Tree Acres Renewable Energy Plant comes on-line 

Meet your Waste Management Renewable Energy Team

(L-R) Rich Kunze, Jeff Moody, Manager Lee Bilinsky (also Dave Bauman (top insert) &
Matt McFadden (bottom insert)

(L-R) Scott Bilinsky, Josh McFadden and Mike Berge, 
Pine Tree Acres Landfill Gas Technicians

(L-R) Tom Santos, Waterfowl U.S.A.and Chuck Cassie,
Senior Distrct Manager of SE Michigan WM landfills,

LANDFILL CONCERNS HOTLINE
1-877-360-8582

Please keep this number handy.

�Recycling Hours
Every day during normal
business hours



In the summer of 2011, the employees at Pine Tree Acres Landfill
observed an egret in one of the wetlands on the property that
appeared to have a injured wing. A close eye was kept on him
throughout the summer but we knew that when the weather
turned, we’d need to rescue him as he wouldn’t be able to migrate.
WM staff went to work finding out exactly how to stage an “egret
rescue” and all hands were on deck to facilitate it when the time
came.  

Lucky for us, the egret turned himself in without any struggle. A
family of mute swans and a convention of Canada geese moved into
his wetland, and he decided it was just too crowded for him anymore.
He walked up to some temporary fencing at the edge of his wetland

and turned himself in without a struggle.
Staff at Pine Tree Acres were able to
place him in a dog carrier and transport
him to the Howell Nature Center where
he has received care. He now lives there
in permanent residency, keeping com-
pany with a black crowned night heron,
in an enclosure built and donated by the
Sierra Club and a local church group in Howell. Pine Tree Acres staff
have officially adopted Emmet with a financial donation for his care,
and several employees have even paid him a visit in recent months.
He appears to be doing quite well but will not be able to be released
due to the extent of his wing injury.

Scouts from the local Chesterfield Township Pack Troop 30941
assisted WM in painting bat houses for installa-
tion at Pine Tree Acres Landfill. These bat houses
are designed to serve as nurseries for mother
bats and their babies.The reason the houses are
painted black is that they need to heat up to
over 100 degrees in order to serve as a proper
nursery habitat for baby bats. Bat houses need
to be installed facing south and in an area that
receives 8 to 10 hours of full sun a day. It can
also take up to three years for bats to discover
a newly installed habitat. Bats are important

because they help
pollinate and eat
mosquitos. WM
hopes to see these
important bat polli-
nators joining the
bees we also have in
residence at the site.

Also, this year WM presented at a Macomb County Green School’s
teacher’s workshop and helped to educate over 60 local teachers
about utilizing their local landfill facility to teach students about the

need to reduce, reuse, recy-
cle and care for their natural
environment. Later in the
spring Teacher Regina
Newlin from St. Mary’s
in Mt. Clemens brought
her students out for an
educational experience at
Pine Tree Acres.

Meet Emmet the Egret 

Engaging youth in caring about nature and our environment 
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Macomb County Green
Schools Workshop                

Troop 30941 of
Chesterfield Township
painting Bat Houses                    

Bat House near Bee Hives at Pine Tree Acres
St. Mary’s in 
Mt. Clemens
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