
News from Waste Management’s Pine Tree Acres Landfill
Welcome to the 2012 1st Edition of “Your
Community Connection”, a local newslet-
ter produced by Waste Management
Pine Tree Acres Landfill. 

Waste Management is happy to be provid-
ing each of you with a source of news and
information about Waste Management
and Pine Tree Acres Landfill. This newslet-
ter will provide information about activi-

ties taking place at Pine Tree Acres Landfill as well as local news from
the community. From time to time, we will also share news about
what is happening at Waste Management across the U.S. You will
discover that these are exciting times for our industry, as we are
transitioning from a waste company to a resource management
and energy production leader in our industry. 

First, and foremost, we want to continue to encourage local
residents to call the Waste Management ODOR COMPLAINT

HOTLINE if you
experience odors
for any  prolonged
periods of time in
and around Pine
Tree Acres. This
“Hotline” rings directly into our Waste Management Corporate
Offices and allows for better record keeping and quicker response
times to address your concerns.  

We encourage you to call this number rather than the local Township
office, as it will expedite response times from WM.

Waste Management is aware that our neighbors experienced odors
in the last several months. As quickly as we determined the cause,
we took steps to remedy the situation. It did involve several months
of construction to complete the work. We do apologize for any
inconveniences you may have experienced.” 

Terry Nichols (left) and 
Chuck Cassie (right)
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Pine Tree Acres Landfill
36600 29 Mile Road
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Telephone
586-749-9698
Fax
586-749-6440

Call for current hours of operation as
hours may change seasonally.
Monday – Friday 7 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Saturdays 7 a.m. – 11: a.m. 

Recycling Hours
Every day during normal business hours

For tours or public education presentations, please call 586-749-9698.

Printed on recycled paper.

ODOR COMPLAINT HOTLINE  
1-877-360-8582 

Please use this number going forward. �

Waste Management Pine Tree Acres employee Chris Bilinsky
was recently recognized as the 2011 Operator of the Year by
the Waste Management Midwest Region. He has an outstanding

safety record
and is capable
of operating
virtually
every type
of equipment.
Chris has
demonstrated
leadership

with his willingness to volunteer for almost any assignment.
He has led employee engagement activities by being the head

chef and BBQ coordinator at employee and
customer appreciation lunches. Chris also
volunteers to monitor the various wildlife
habitats installed at Pine Tree Acres as part
of the Pine Tree Acres Wildlife Habitat Council
program.

Chris is a lifetime
resident of Almont,
Michigan. He graduated
from Armada High
School in 1976. Chris
has been happily
married for 33 years.
He is the father of three
children, one daughter and two boys - both boys also work for
Pine Tree Acres. He started in the industry as a roll-off driver
and ended up as a landfill heavy equipment operator. He got his
training with heavy equipment by volunteering his free time at
Pine Tree Acres when not driving a roll-off. He has worked at
Pine Tree Acres since 1995. Chris is also a Master Bee Keeper
and has been working with bees for about 12 years. He harvests
honey for personal consumption (not commercially) and also
enjoys making homemade wines from locally grown fruits such
as cherries, blackberries and strawberries. Other hobbies include
4-H, hunting, and mentoring youth through his church. If you
ask Chris to describe himself, he simply replies, “I’m just a
humble man who enjoys life.”   

Chris Bilinsky Named WM Midwest Operator of the Year

Chris Bilinsky, Operator of the Year (third from left)

Chris working on a wood duck house.

Chris overseeing his bee hives at the landfill.



Environmental Education & 
Applied Science
New Haven Merritt Academy Students learn about modern
waste management practices and recycling. Students from
the Senior Applied Science Class have visited Pine Tree Acres
for two years. Teacher Karie Wilson explained what the tour
provides:

“The objective
for this trip is
for students
to explore
environmental
issues and to
gain a better
understanding
of how their actions affect the community in which they
live. This is achieved by the students’ learning about the
construction, maintenance, and features of the local
Waste Management landfill. This interactive classroom
always increases the student’s understanding of their
community and demonstrate the importance of reducing,
reusing, and recycling.”   

If you’ve noticed a lot of construction activity around Pine Tree Acres,
it is for several reasons:

1) WMRE has been constructing the new power plant on the north side
of 29 Mile Road. This new power plant is a $15 million investment in
renewable energy. It will  convert landfill gas into energy which will

then be sold to Consumers
Energy this year. The energy
produced by the landfill
gas in this, as well as the
previous on-site renewable
energy plant, will generate
enough power for approxi-
mately 21,000 homes. 

2) The Thiopaq System is a $6.9 million
system installed to manage the
sulfur in the landfill gas produced
by the decomposing waste at
Pine Tree Acres. The bioreactor
removes the sulfur from the gas
and converts it into elemental
sulfur, which can be used as a soil
amendment in agriculture. 

Dinner Benefits Local Food Pantry
Together, Lenox Township and the Village of New Haven hosted
a holiday dinner. The event provided an opportunity for partici-

pants to enjoy a spirit of com-
munity while also encouraging
a donation of goods to stock
the local community food
pantry. Waste Management
donated  the turkeys served
at the dinner.
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New Haven Merritt Academy students

Community News
Local Holiday with a Hero Program
The program brings together local community “heroes” from the

Fire Departments, Police 
Departments, Emergency
Medical Services and local 

Armed Forces and Border Patrol
to shop with local families who

may be in financial hardship during 
the holidays. Meijer employees and

community volunteers assisted in wrapping the gifts.


